Teacher education programs are designed to develop professionals who are prepared to meet the challenges of the 21st century classrooms and workplace. To this end, the teacher education program must aim to develop the knowledge, skills and attributes of pre-service teachers to prepare them to teach effectively in the schools systems. It is, therefore, argued that the academic program of the teacher education should be coupled with an important and integral component called school -based experiences i.e.
INTRODUCTION
Education is universally acknowledged in vast body of literature as an essential element in the process of national development ( UNESCO, 1997; UNESCO, 2005; TGE, 1993; GCE, 2000; Psacharopoulos, 1985; Lockheed and Verspoor, 1991) . It unlock human potential and helps individuals to better understand the world in which they live, to address the complexity and interconnectedness of problems such as poverty, wasteful consumption, environmental degradation, urban decay, population growth, gender inequality, health, conflict and the violation of human rights that threaten our future and also seeks to empower people to assume responsibility for creating a sustainable future.
Today, with a great understanding of the function that education has to the society and to the country as whole, Ethiopia is striving to expand education at all levels (primary, secondary and tertiary education)
with the intention to transform society through education. 
Teacher Education and Preparation
Although, the purpose of teacher education is to produce effective practicing teachers ( George, et al., 2000) One of such approach is the introduction of practicum in teacher education which is the most highly valued component of teacher preparation (Hill and Brodin, 2004; High and Tuck,2000 ; Glickman and Bey, 1990) , provide a firm foundation for future professional development (MoE, 2003) , and has been a site where students' teachers can practice the art of teaching in real school context (Knnedy, 2006) , and has the power of experience to critically shape the student teachers perception of teaching and learning (Gustafson and Rowell, 1995) .
The Need for Practicum in Teacher Education
Teacher expertise is the single most important factor in determining student achievement and fully trained teachers are far more effective with students than those 
Futures of Quality Practicum
Practicum has been considered as a site where student teachers practice the art of teaching in real school context with student teachers assigned to one teacher and class for specific block of time (Zeichner , 1996) and allow students to investigate current work place conditions, internal and external • Led by the mentor teachers, collaborative reports are prepared which clearly and reliably document the practicum-related attainments of the students, enabling the TEI to confidently certificate their achievements.
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Implication of Current Trends for the Practicum in Teacher Education
Despite the fact that Practicum is the most highly valued component of teacher education program, there has been much discussion and debate in the literature (Zeichner,1996; Segall, 2002 
